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plots A and D (for intrinsic oxygen diffusion in pressure­
sintering and in Nabarro-Hcrring creep) indicate that 
DM controlled by intrinsic oxygen diffusion is more than 
an order of magnitude higher than the tracer diffusion 
coefficient. This may indicate that the (theoretically 
calculated) geometrical factor in the Nabarro-Herring 
creep equation is inaccurate. or may be explained by 
some other inaccuracy in the calculation of plots A and 
D, or by inaccuracy in the experimental evaluation of 
tracer coefficients. In view of the range of possible 
sources of miscalculation, it may be considered that the 
observed order-of-magnitude agreement is satisfactory. 

Comparison of plots A and B (Figure 4) suggests that 
DM (and hence sintering rate) was slightly increased by 
the addition of 0'025~/o of magnesia, whereas it has 
usually been noted 5. 14 that magnesia tends to reduce 
sintering or creep rates. These observations are not 
incompatible, firstly because the diffusion coefficients 
represented by plots A and B are claimed to be accurate 
only to within about half an order of magnitude, and 
secondly because plot B would be depressed to lower 
values of diffusion coefficients for greater concentrations 
of magnesia (from Equation (15). Dc] is inversely pro­
portional to the impurity concentration to the power 3/2). 
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